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Tzedakah
a life of right
relationship

We must make justice a
lifestyle. Lifestyles are not
formulaic, neither are
relationships. We must
first have a right
relationship with the God
of justice in order to mimic
his ways in loving humanity.

Chapters one and two discuss the theological importance of understanding our
framework in doing missions. When we look at missions work through the lens
of charity (i.e. giving handouts as a social service alone) we unconsciously
spread a toxic version of the gospel. But when we go back to the Old Testament
and understand the Hebrew words for justice, we are able to see a whole new
reason for why and how missions should be done. Practicing relational missions
is not modernizing missions, it's foundational to the origins of missions.
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YOU ARE RICH AND POOR
When Christ talked about loving
God, he tells us to do so with all
of our hearts, souls, minds, and
strengths. This outlines several
dimensions of a human:
emotional, psychological,
mental, and physical (which
includes health & finances).
While many Americans are
most often rich in the physical
facets of life, we are, at times,
poor in other facets.

We typically define the words rich and
poor through one dimension: that
which is physical, tangible, visible. But
what if we started measuring wealth
and poverty through the four
dimensions of a human being? You
may be rich in commodities, but do
you have emotional wealth? You may
see tangible poverty when you travel
to developing countries, but often,
when you look closely, you'll also find
people who are rich in community in
ways our depths long for. In fact, a
study by Northwestern University in
Chicago shows that community has
the power to block genetic
vulnerability to depression. We must
remember in doing STM work that as
Westerners, we come from countries
with painfully high rates of depression
and suicide. We have much to glean
from our international brothers and
sisters.
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Are you involved in
participatory missions?
Examining your missions
work in light of Jules
Pretty's Typology of
Participation will help you
better understand where
you are. Self-mobilization is
the goal. (p. 253-258 in the book)
PARTICIPATORY
MISSIONS
Partnering in development
in our STMs is a giant step
toward international unity,
and though it takes time to
listen and create long-term
relational credibility, that
time invested is priceless.
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